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against change, against science, against all
the realities they had never reckoned with ;
and more or less painfully they will dissolve.
And it will not be a normal and fruitful
dissolution, like that of a man who leaves
children and heirs. It will be the eod of
that evolution, the choking of that ideal in
the sand.

This collapse of fierce liberty is no ordinary
inutation, such as time brings sooner or later
to everything that exists, when the circum-
stances that sustained it in being no longer
prevail. It is a deep tragedy, because the
narrower passions and swifter harmonies are
more beautiful and perfect than the chaos or
the dull broad equilibrium that may take
their place. Co-operative life is reasonable
and long-winded; but it always remains
imperfect itself, while it somewhat smothers
the impulses that enter into it. Absolute
liberty created these elements; inspiration,
free intelligence, uncompromising conviction,
a particular home and breeding-ground, were
requisite to give them birth. Nothing good
could arise for co-operation to diffuse or to
qualify unless first there had been complete
liberty for the artist and an uncontamiaated